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Twinsburg, OH

An inspiration for good



Robert R. Nilsen
The early years…..

An inspiration for good

Mother – Venita Nilsen                             Father – Roy Nilsen
Past Dep. Grand Matron – OES               MSA – Valley of Cleveland



Robert R. Nilsen
The early years…..

An inspiration for good

First tuxedo!



Robert R. Nilsen
The early years…..

An inspiration for good



Robert R. Nilsen
Current….. Mgr of Radiology Analytics & A.I. Imaging Services at Summa Health

An inspiration for good

Tower in picture named for Ill. & RWB Gary Williams, MD, 33°



Bob & Sue  … married 27 years

An inspiration for good



Robert R. Nilsen
The Grand Chapter years…

An inspiration for good

PDDGHP – 16th Capitular District GM of the 1st Veil – 2017-18

Great Companion & friend
MEC Mark Peerson, GHP 

Grand Chapter of New York



Robert R. Nilsen
The Grand Chapter years…

An inspiration for good

Most Excellent Prince Hall 
Past GHP, Melvin Russell
-- May he rest in peace --

Master of Ceremonies 
for 16 Grand Receptions



Gregory M. Kita
Grand Chaplain

An inspiration for good

• Past State Master Councilor 
of Ohio DeMolay

• PHP - Willoughby #231
• PRWM - DeMolay Mark Master Ldg #2
• PDDGM - 22nd Masonic District
• 33rd Degree - Valley of Cleveland



David P. Wilkie
Grand Marshal

An inspiration for good

• PHP - Summit-Baker #74
• PDDGHP - 16th Capitular District
• PM - Summit Lodge #213
• PC - Allenby Commandery
• Ill. Master - Woodward Council



Robert D. Berteau
Grand Guard

An inspiration for good

• PMC - Thomas Jones DeMolay
• PHP - Summit-Baker #74
• PRWM DeMolay Mark Master Ldg #2
• PDDGM - 22nd Masonic District
• PDDGHP – 16th District & KYCH
• 33rd Degree - Valley of Cleveland



Philip L. Bade
Grand Steward

An inspiration for good

• PMC - Fairview Park DeMolay
• PRWM - DeMolay Mark Master Ldg #2
• Secretary & Dist. Technology Officer

16th Capitular District Association



Mark D. Harris
Grand Musician

An inspiration for good

• King of Fort Meigs #29
• Recorder for Zenobia Shrine
• Past Grand Chaplain of the 

Grand Lodge of Ohio - 2023



Matthew G. Sinn
Recommendation for
Grand Master of the 1st  Veil 

An inspiration for good

• PHP of Tyrian #91
• DDGHP – 17th Capitular District



Goals for 2025-26

An inspiration for good

• To manage the guardrails provided by the Code

• To inspire you  ….. 
• to lead 
• to impact lives 
• inspire others

• To provide you with the “working tools” of a leader



HP / RWM Resource Manual

An inspiration for good

1 Meeting Agendas

2 Calendar

3
Cast Lists
Directory

4 2024 Code
Installation Ceremony / PM Questions

5
Misc. / Resources

RAF / Intros / GHP Award / Area Lodges



Resource Manual
Agendas

An inspiration for good

• 20 Agendas

• Downloadable 
as fillable PDF



Resource Manual
Calendar

An inspiration for good

• 16 Month
Jul 2025 – Oct 2026

• Downloadable as 
fillable Excel document



Statewide Calendar
In Grand View….

• Coming soon………

• Use the “Events” tile

• Details will be sent 
with Reaffirmation 
Day Edict in June



Resource Manual
Calendar

An inspiration for good

• Saturday, November 15, 2025
Statewide Reception for the Grand High Priest of Royal Arch Masons
& the Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery



Resource Manual
Calendar

An inspiration for good

4 Rededications for 2026

Painesville #46 (20th Dist.) – 175 Years        Lancaster #11 (13th Dist) – 200 Years          
Sat, March 21, 2026                                           Sat, May 30, 2026

Painesville, Ohio                                                 Lancaster, Ohio

Trinity #44 (3rd Dist) – 175 Years              Northwest #45 (1st Dist) – 175 Years
Sat, April 18, 2026                                           Sat, July 11, 2026
Miamisburg, Ohio                                                Bryan, Ohio



Resource Manual
Cast Lists

An inspiration for good

• 1 for each degree

• Paraphernalia list at 
bottom

• Downloadable as 
fillable PDF



Resource Manual
Directory

An inspiration for good

• Your chapter printed from 
Grand View

• In Grand View:
 Reports & Labels
 “Active Roster (PDF)”



Resource Manual
2024 Code

An inspiration for good

• 2023 & 2024 legislation added
Endowment cost &

per capita increases

• Installation ceremonies only
• PM Degree questions
• Downloadable



Resource Manual
Introductions - General Considerations

An inspiration for good

• If the group is large, introduce past officers as a group, then 

active officers as a group. 

• Grand Honors are given at the Altar. 

• NO ONE is given Grand Honors after the official visitor, 

except at his specific request or consent. 

• Do not ask someone entitled to Grand Honors if he wants 

them. He cannot properly say "No", nor can he properly say 

"Yes". 



Resource Manual
Introductions – Recommended Protocol

An inspiration for good

 Past High Priests of this Chapter (at their place or at Altar)

 1st time visitors to this Chapter (at Altar)

 Military Veterans  (Applause at seats or Grand Honors at Altar)

 Visiting Past High Priests of other Chapters (at Altar)

 Optional - Other visiting companions from other chapters (rise in 

their place)



Resource Manual
Introductions – Recommended Protocol

An inspiration for good

 Past & Present Presiding Officers of other Masonic bodies (at Altar)

 50 Year Masons (Applause at seats or Grand Honors at Altar)

 Officers of your District Association (at Altar)

 Past & Present Grand Officers of other grand bodies, 

Knights of the York Cross of Honor & Illustrious 33˚ Masons 

(Grand Honors at Altar)



Resource Manual
Introductions – Recommended Protocol

 Past & Present District Education Officers (Grand Honors at Altar)

 Past & Present Grand Chapter Officers (Grand Honors at Altar)

 Grand High Priest (Grand Honors at Altar)

 Inspecting Officer (Grand Honors at Altar)

Rt. Ex. Comp. __________, District Deputy Grand High Priest 

of the ____ Capitular District, representing 

Most Ex. Comp. Robert R. Nilsen, Grand High Priest of 

Royal Arch Masons of Ohio

 Grand Master of Masons (Grand Honors in the East)



Royal Arch 
Foundation

An inspiration for good

• From website at 
www.ohioram.org

• Select “Charities” from 
the menu bar

• Downloadable 
donation form.

• Overviews of 
philanthropic initiatives

http://www.ohioram.org/


Resource Manual
Key Area Lodges

An inspiration for good

• List the Lodges where your 
chapter is their closest option

• Includes meeting nights

• Chapter should have a 
representative in each

• Establish your chapter as a 
resource to the lodges you 
serve



Grand High Priest Award

An inspiration for good

• 8 of 13 activities / initiatives
 Defined in the HP resource manual

• Pocket jewel for HP / RWM

• 3 MVC pins for key contributors

• Certificate for the chapter 

GHP Award

2025-26

GHP AWARD



Grand High Priest Award – 8 of 13

An inspiration for good

• Present a Royal Arch Program to at least 5 Master Masons 

• Have a ladies or family event

• Exalt 3 new Royal Arch Masons

• Reinstate 3 Companions SNPD

• High Priest, King or Scribe plus 2 other Companions at a 
minimum of 3 inspections of other Chapters



Grand High Priest Award – 8 of 13

An inspiration for good

• Visit a Masonic Youth Group with at least 4 companions

• Event or donation of $150.00 or more to the RAF

• High Priest, King and Scribe or proxy 2025 Grand Session

• Recognition of military veterans at a meeting or event

• Create or maintain a Chapter Facebook page

• Develop or maintain an existing meeting reminder process



Grand High Priest Award – 8 of 13

An inspiration for good

• Confer all 4 Degrees with 80% of the speaking parts of 
each degree being delivered by Companions of your
Chapter

• 80% of speaking parts in the degree at the inspection of
your chapter delivered by members of your chapter.

• Mark Master = 8 of 11 • Most Excellent Master = 8 of 10

• Past Master = 12 of 15 • Royal Arch = 11 of 14



Awards

An inspiration for good

• Earl C. Gifford Award
• Capitular Lady of the Year Award

• Awards presented by district leadership
 Sojourner Award
 District Workhorse
 High Priest of the Year
 Most Improved Chapter
 Chapter of the Year



Reaffirmation Day

An inspiration for good

• Chapter or District wide observance may take place 
on Sun, Oct 19, 2025

• Another activity to commemorate this day is 
acceptable on another date before May 31, 2026

 Participate with a lodge observing Saints John Day

 Event to help a local food bank or other civic cause

 Other…



InInspections

An inspiration for good

Inspections



Inspections

An inspiration for good

• HP / RWM must preside over opening and introductions

• If inspection is not in Royal Arch Degree, DDGHP must 
witness a full Royal Arch opening at another convocation.

• 80% of speaking parts from the chapter being inspected
Mark Master = 8 of 11
Past Master = 12 of 15
Most Excellent Master = 8 of 10
Royal Arch = 11 of 14



Grand Chapter - October 2026 – 1 DAY

An inspiration for good

• York Rite Grand Session Week!

 Three 1-day sessions
 Wed, Oct 7, 2026 – Grand Council
 Thr, Oct 8, 2026 – Grand Chapter
 Fri, Oct 9, 2026 – Grand Commandery

 Wyndham Hotel – Worthington
formerly the DoubleTree Hotel

 1 Banquet – Thursday evening




